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POLICE SERVICE, CROWD CONTROL INITIATIVE 

133. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
Will the minister advise the house of the latest initiative by the Police Service, which I believe is being launched 
in my electorate, to deal with unruly crowds in our suburbs?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for his question.  Of course, significant increases to the police budget by the Gallop 
government continue to reap rewards for our Police Service and the community.  This morning we launched yet 
another police initiative that will help protect communities and make them safer; that is, the personal protection 
equipment trailer, which will assist police in dealing with unruly crowds.  Out of control crowds such as those 
we have seen in recent times in Scarborough, Mandurah and High Wycombe, threaten the safety of our 
communities.  Decisive action is required.  The launch of the trailer will assist police in those circumstances.  
The trailer costs $22 000 and will provide full equipment for 20 officers, including batons, shields and other 
protective equipment.  It can hold up to 30 sets of shields and batons.  The trailer will be housed in central Perth, 
and will be able to be deployed anywhere in the metropolitan area at short notice.  It will be able to disperse 
large crowds before a situation becomes out of control.  The government continues to invest in the Police 
Service, unlike those opposite who failed to recruit one additional police officer during their last four years in 
government.  We are putting the community first.  We are equipping our Police Service so that it can get on with 
the job of protecting our community.  We are providing the police with the necessary resources.   

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The member for Darling Range said that it is too difficult to get a lot of police in the 
Police Service.  When the member for Darling Range was the police minister, he did not recruit one above the 
attrition rate.  We have recruited 250 over the attrition rate, and we will recruit another 350 above attrition this 
term, including 160 public servants.  We are delivering what the previous government failed to deliver.  
 


